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arrangements for the speech in full.
bution on Labor Day.

In Bundles 2 cents per copy.

Speech at Indianapolis Sept. | will be the feature of the News Next Week. We have made

The News will be published couple days late in order that the Comrades may have it for distri-
Send in Your Orders at Once! Don’t Delay!!

(ireatest Propaganda Document.

Unions Never
Can Win Out

We often hear unionists say " 'If every workingman belonged to aunion |
and would be loyal to their organizations in time of trouble,
make the capitalists come to time.” Let us see if they are right.
pose every working man in the United States would join the union of
craft, and steadfastly refuse to scab. Would that settle the labor ques-,
tion? MWould that bring victory to organized labor? Not in a thousand
years. On the contrary, unreasonable though it may seem to the average |
union man, that would make matters infinitely worse for organized labor. :
In fact, it would deal the death blow to “"pure and simple” unionism, and |
precipitate the industrial revolution.

Suppose tomorrow every working man joins the union of his craft, and
that all the unions of the country are welded into one complete federa
tion, which is the dream of all progressive unionists. “There are today|
approximately one million idle men. The fact that they entered the |l[1-i
ions would not put them to work, since all the jobs are filled. They|
and their families must live, and to prevent them from going to work at|
whatever wages they can get—to prevent them from scabbing —they and |
their families must be provided with at least enough for their daily exist- i
ence. If this is not done, their admission into the union is a farce, for
they will be compelled to continue their former practice of taking any job
and wages they can get. Is the organization going to take upon itself the
burden of maintaining day after day these million men and their families? |
How long would their treasury hold out? The very question is enough. |
It mav be contended that the men who were working could be assessed a
portion of their wages to maintain a fund for this purpose. Very \\cll;‘;
but that would decrease their income, thereby lowering to that extent the |
union scale. ‘The greater the number of unemployed, the greater propor- |
tion of their wages those working would have to give up, and consequent- !
ly the lower the general scale of union wages. Thus the principle aim ul!
unionism— high wages—would be defeated by unionismn itself. .

But this is not all the trouble that would result from an “‘universal”|
union. In case of a strike, if all the workers were loyal, the situation ‘
would be simply this: either the men would stay out until they got hungry, |'
when the organization would go utterly to pieces, or the capitalists, not
being able to operate their business with scab labor, would resort to the
militia and the bull ben all over the country—and then the revolution. |
The essential principle of unionism repudiates the idea of a universal un- |
nion. That principle is: under the capitalist system, where there is al i
ways a considerable percentage of idle workers, the unions succeed at the
expense of the workers who are not in the unions. If a union is success- |
ful, it simply means that it has made a compact with employers whereby
the employers will hire none but union labor, or, that they will not hire
non-union labor. Right here the non-union workers are placed at a dis-
advantage in the struggle for jobs, and the union workers get their jobs
and high wages at the non-nnionists expense. In our present sitnation of
two men for every job, in proportion as the unions go up the non-union
ists go down.

We can see also that the most successful union is the one that num-|
bers no more members than can find employment. Unions cannot create |
jobs for their members; all they can possibly do is to fill the existing jobs;
their union is weakened thereby, since an idle unionist is under constant
pressure (through his stomach) to become a scab.

Union men should not long for all the toilers in the the land to enlist|
under the banner of organized labor, unless they wish to see union wages |
and fair conditions pulled down to the level of the unorganized workers, |
and in the hour of stress the whole structure of the movement to fall down |
upon their heads. ‘

There is another truth that stands out in bold relief, and stares every
intelligent union man in the face. It is, that a union card is a good thing |
for the man with a job, but to a man who is permanently out of employ-
ment, it is not worth its ink. This is enough to demonstrate the insuffi- |
cient of trades unionism to materially improve the condition of even those |
within it.  Amn organization that cannot guarantee a job to every member
is weak at the very point where it should be strongest. The job is the
workers' means of existence, and an organization that does not control
the job is superficial, and will disappear as the job disappears.

Union men, the thing to do is to own the jobs. Then the industrial
fight is won. Strikes are forever abolished. ‘There is then no chance for
men to scab. In the Socialist republic we ourselves will determine the
conditions under which we shall work, and instead of union wages we will
take the whole product of our toil.
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State Secretary Imbued With
S Butteism Scores All Others

Butte, Montana, August 14, 1904.

Mr. . H. Walsh, Helena, Montana,

Dear Comrade:

Yours of August 11th 1 have concluded to answer further not that |
want to quarrel or make ahy further fuss. But since | received yours 1
received one from Mrs. Hazlett and it makes me feel a little cross ways
to have Butte found fault with, 1 haven't seen any wings sprouting on
any Butte comrade but 1 believe there is some very good men amongst
them, even if they do not take the Montana News, and if the balance of
the state put up as much, or denighed themselves as much for Socialism
as the Butte comrades, the News or anything even Socialistie, would not
want any jacking-up. We sure have some dead ones in Butte, but 1 as
sure you that it is not going to do any good for any one in Helena or the
southeastern part of this state to call us dead ones or any other name.

Now Butte brought Mrs. Hazlett here, as good an exponent of Socia-
lism as ever trod the state, and the dead ones of Helena gave her the
enormous sum of £3.60 for speaking to a large crowd for an hour and a
half and held their attention and the crowd put up $£6.70; large crowd
£6.70; large crowd £6.70, and she got £3.60, and then talk about dead
ones in Butte. Now when the state committee were talking about this
trip that she is on they instructed me to charge Helena and Great Falls
$10 for one night, $15 fortwo and $20 for three, because they were large
towns, | told them that they had better make one flat rate for each town
and if there was any thing left after paying her wages and expenses to
send her to the place that seemed to want her most. 1 followed the state
committee’s instructions to the letter and I wrote Helena about the mat
ter and never heard from them.

Now I think it is about time for residents of Helena to quit talking
about dead ones; get to work and do something for Socialism.

Now Mr. Walsh, kindly remember one thing; that Butte might be chuck
full of live Socialists and not one copy of the News come here. It is up
to you to make the News a paper that they will all want; of course | know
that the Socialists of this state should support one paper, and so far as |
am concerned, would as soon it would be the News as any other, and a
little rather; am anxious the state should support at least one Socialist
paper, a Van, an a No. 1 speaker and an organizer, and all the other
hings that go with these things mentioned. But it will never come about
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Boycott on Meat |
- Extends to lelena

Headquarters Helena Trades and
Labor Assembly, Helena, Montana
Whereas, Since the organization
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| millions of dollars 1o its profits an
In!m!l\ by taxing the consumer and
adding an unreasonable price I'he
meat trust, by virtue of its monopo-
| listic position, Dbeing the exclusive
| buyer and the exclusive seller, is
robbing the people of many millions
of dollars annua money that it
has no moral or legal right to—and
not-withstanding this fact, it now

rapaciously demands still other add-

ed li:llf‘i.”ﬁ of proht that ire to be

secured by a reduction of the wages
| of its emplovees And,

Whereas, The ted weking
house unions have been compelled

to strike against a reduction of wa

es and unjust treatment, and all ef

forts made by the labor unions in-
ved to secure a fair arbitrament
have proved fruitless, and have been

met with the assertion from the trust

packing houses, that the light is on

.1]|i1 that there wonld be no compro
mise and that the finish would be the
destruction of the unions the
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as long as the comrades of one town shout dead ones or complain of Th I : l ..‘,. Resolved. B ena |
sharp practice against the comrades of another town. S “ter“atl{)“a ind Labor Asse t
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call each other comrades, and Socialism will thrive., But if when we do
a noble act, we get upon some high place and shout, there' see what | The opening article in the August e we ' . !
have done; why don't the Socialists of Butte or Helena or any other place | International Socialist Review by ! Pr cts ol
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